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August 8, 2019 I provided summary results of our efforts in The City of Seven Hills to effectively 
implement the Sewer System Preventive Maintenance Policy. I felt it appropriate to provide this 
update on our progress this year.  
 
Seven Hills spends Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars annually on maintenance of our sewers, 
much of which goes toward the preventive cleaning of basins.  Our plan is to clean every basin 
once every 6 or 7 years in order to comply with the NEORSD Discharge Permit Annual 
Compliance requirements.  Since I began working for the city one of my goals was to reduce 
that time further. Earlier this year (Feb 2019) Seven Hills contracted with Cuyahoga County 
Department of Public Works with the goal of accelerating the time between cleanings to every 
5 years or less. We are required to report annually to the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
District all of our efforts to maintain both sanitary and storm sewer systems. We have in fact 
been on schedule in meeting the goals of that maintenance policy.  
 
As a few examples Dan Collins will eloquently give historical chronology of the John Glenn Drive 
Project. There are only 4 homes of the 27 that tested positive, that have not made the 
corrections to their property. We discovered that there were some minor repairs needed on 
the public side and bids will opened on November 8, to hopefully complete that project by next 
spring. While it may seem that this process takes a long time it’s because we attempted to get 
grant funds to save taxpayers money. In September we were notified that our project was not 
funded. We immediately advertised for bids which will be opened on November 8. AECOM will 
evaluate the bids and recommend to council to fund with sewer funds. It is interesting to note 
that we did not receive any basement flooding calls this past summer from John Glenn Drive.     
  
City Council and the Mayor have been very receptive to the concept of being even more 
aggressive in addressing issues. I have recommended to them and they have approved a more 
aggressive amendment to existing policy to accelerate cleaning and repairs and to increase the 
amount of smoke and dye testing, flow monitoring and other investigative procedures. We 
have contracted with AECOM to assist with investigations. AECOM is nearly complete with 
investigations of East Ridgewood Avenue as well as Firethorn, Waxberry, Bayberry, Bittersweet 
area. This area was identified as a result of flow monitoring that was done in a previous year. 
We are looking forward to those reports so that we can take action on whatever corrections 
need to be made. It is interesting that a pattern is forming that most the problems are private 
property issues. We have engaged Richard L. Bowen & Associates, our current city engineering 
firm, to develop specifications for repair of a storm water outfall at the dead end of Skyview 
Drive. Hopefully we will be able to make that correction by next spring.  
  
 



You also may be aware that we contracted with the Cuyahoga County Department of Public 
Works to assist with preventive maintenance. To date they have jetted all sewer mains on 
McCreary Road, cleaned all catch basins and have rebuilt 4 of those catch basins. They have 
jetted mains of both sanitary and storm and cleaning catch basins on the following streets; 
Cricket from Jasmine Drive to dead end, Donna Rae from Chestnut to Alla, East Ridgewood from 
city line near Broadview Road to Crossview Road, all of Chestnut Road, Gale Drive, Magnolia 
Drive, Rangeview, Cricket from Jasmine Drive to dead end, Elmhurst, Falling Leaf, Harvest Lane, 
Cresthill, Jasmine, Hickory, Lotus, and East Hill just to name a few. We earlier this year rebuilt 
30 catch basins. 
 
 Our crews continue to perform maintenance and have completed cleaning on the following; 
we have cleaned retention basins at Daniel and Sprague, clear ditch lines and debris racks 
behind City Hall and along the hiking paths, clear the trash rack and vault at Valleywood. They 
recently replaced nearly 200 LF of 25-inch storm pipe in the rear yards of Chestnut Road to 
Crossview Road, jetted sanitary mains on Laura Lee and Meadview. In addition, we continue to 
respond to requests for service from residents.   
 


